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ABSTRACT 

^ This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 

series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 
nine titles deal with the following topics:' (1) unobtrusive issues in 
the agenda-setting role of the press; (2) perceptions and usage of 
the Cajribbean News Agency (CANA) ^tn the third world; (3) the 
relationship' between the structure of the Conununity News 
(CNS) and the medium's function as a journalism training program; 
newspaper reading habits of selected sputhern Illinois high 
students; i^T coverage of the women's mpvement from 1968 through 
in six journals of opinion; (6) some cjpmponents of television station 
image projected and perceived through locial news programs; (7) the 
extent to which right to pi:ivacy in constitutional and tort law is 
properly conceived as a first amendmertt, freedom of speech issue; (8) 
the use of communication apprehension and other sociological 
variables as a method for journalism career prediction and for 
development of curriculum and instruction; and (9) the editor as a 
people manager. (JL) 
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This bibliography has beeri compiled as part df a continuing series designed 
to make information on releyant dissertations available to users of the ERIC 
system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in 
order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, yhich thus become 
atcessibl* in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dis- 
sertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography. 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this collection: 

Blood, Richard Wary/ick 
UNOBTRUSIVE ISSUES IN TH^ AGENDA- 
SETTING ROLE OF THE PRESS 

Burke, Charles Edward 

THE CARIBBEAN NEWS AGENCY (CANA) : 

PERCEPTIONS AND USAGE OF A REGIONAL \ 
NEWS AGENCY IN THE THIRD WORLD 

Emerson, FraAk E. 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS SERVICE: A 
STRUCTURAL- FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS 
AND EVALUATION 

feieh, Min-Chung ' 
NEWSPAPER READING HABITS OF SELECTED 
SOUTHERN IH.INOIS HIGH SCHOOL STU- 
DENTS ^ . ^ 

Reynolds, Paula Kay Cozort 
OPINION JOURNALS AND THE WOMEN'S 
MOVEMEiNT, 1968-1977 

Schihl, Robert Joseph 

SOME COMPONENTS OF TELEVISION STATION . 
IMAGE PROJECTED AND PERCEIVED THROOGH' 
LOCAL NEWS PROGRAMS: WIVB-TV, WGR-TV, 
WKBW-TV, BUFFALO, NEW YORK ^ ^ 

Siegel, Paul * 

PRIVACY AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT: THE . * ' 

DEVELOPMENT AND APPJ^ICATION (TO THE 
GAY RIGHTS CONTROVERSY) OF AN ORIGINAL 
MODEL OF PRIVACY 

Utsler, Max Roy , . . 

USING COMMUNICATION APPREHENSION AND 

OTHER SOCIOLOGICAL VARIABLES AS A ^ , 

METHOD FOR JOURNALISM CAREER PREDIC- . - 

TION AND DEVELOPMENT OF CURRICULUM 
/\ND INSTRUCTION " ' ■ ' 

Willis, William James 

LEADERSHIP IN THE NEWSROOM: THE EDITOR 
AS A PEOPLE MANAGER 
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UNOBTRUSIVE ISSUES IN THE AGENDA SETTING ROLE OF 
THE PRESS Ord«rNo.DA8212905 
Biooo.RjCHAfio Warwick. P*iO Syt»Cui0 University . ^9S^ I88pp 

The •ocndt-sctting rote ol the press proposes that what is 
emphauzed by the*mass media subsequently becomes what the 
public regards as implant Recent research has (qcused on 
id«ntity»ng contingent conditjons that either enhance or diminish 
•g«nda-9etting effects. This study examines the concept of issue 
oblrusivtness, which propose that the media exert minimal influence ^ 
in MttUig the public agenda for issued that are obtrusive for people 
For example, most people have experiences with inflation or the cost 
' 0* living in their daily lives and do not rteed the media to tell them the 
Inflation issue is important. The literature on obtruslvenesSris 
reviewed and three issues (Inflation, Recession. Iran hostages) are 
examined in a two-wave panel stud y conducted during the 1980 
Presidential election This is the first study to directly rneasur ^Tissue 
oblrusivenessarA abandons previous a priori researcher 
designations d obtrusive/unobtrusive issues 

The study shows that the Inflation issue is most obtrusive, the 
Recession issue is less obtrusive, and the Iran hostage? issue is 
urK)blrusive There is considerable ^tween-issue and within-issue 
obtru»ivef>ess variance for respondents. These findings validate the 
claim that issue obtrusiveness only has meaning if it is audience- 

centered . , ^ 

A transactional mddel of issue obtrusiveness/media exposure is 
proposed. The study finds that obtrusiveness increases issue salience 
and that there is an interaction between obtrusiveness and media 
exposufe. As' obtrusiveness decreases (toward less experience with 
the issue), the relationship between media exposure and salience is 
strenglhened. This suggests that the media set the agenda for issues 
people consider unobtrusive. Two other contingencies are 
examined- discussion about the issue and voter's need for 
orientat^n Both increase issue salience Multiple regression analysis 
confirms thaj the obtrusiveness-exposure interaction is a predictor of 
issue salience Exploratory stepwise multiple (egression analysis • 
suggests that the interaction effects of obtrusivenes** media 
exposure, discussion and need for orientation may be important 
predictors of issue salience. 



THE CARIBB&AN NEWS AGENCY (CAN/J)' PERCEPTIONS 
AND USAGE OF A REGIONAL NEWS AGENCY IN'THE THIRD 
WORLD OrdCT No. DA8213829 

Burke, Charles Edward. Ph D University of Missouri - Columbia, 
1981- 266pp Supervisor Dr. Keith P. Senders 

The Canbbean News Agency (CANA). founded m 1976 and based 
in Barbados, serves about 30 subscribing media the great majority of 
which are located m the Eastern or "Commonwealth" Caribbean This 
study explores the attitudes of^ANA personnel and subscribers 
toward the perlormance and goals of the news agency. Usage of 
dANA*s output was measured also, to determine how much and what 
kinds of news items subscribers chose to use. Q Methodology and 
ContofIT Analysis techniques were applied ^ 

Factor analysis of 0 sort data yielded four "types among 
subjects They were characterized as 1. Satisfied Customer; II, 
Dissatisfied Skeptic, III, Broadcaster-Reformer, and IV. Dedicated 

'^^^TyoeT&eemed relatively sat.sfied with CAN As news gathering ar>d 
editinglunclions However. CANA •str.ngeis" represented on Type I 
generally admitted that they tend.to self censor the»r poM.cal news, 
so ac not to ant, .gonize leaders. , . 

Type II respondents, vidually all editors and the most highly- 
educated group, perceive much need for improvement They 
generally agree that the quality of CANA stringers ar^d political ne>^ 
,s suspect Type li agrees w.th all types on the need more huma^^ 
interest" and "feature" stones, while decrying the quality of CANA s 
writing and editing . 

Type 111 composed solely of broadcast editors, registers general 
dissatisfaction with CANA s perlormance vis a vis broadcast 
subscnbers They overwhelmingly agree that "CANA needs to proy^ie 
some kind of audio service for its broadcast subscribers 

Despite Iheu push for a more indigenous perspective in the r>ews. 
Type IV defends the quality and output of CANA reporters They 



agree, with all types, that "stnngeiS and correspondents" are (not) 
paid fairly for their services " 

Comparison of regional news usage with results of a previous 
survey y»eided mixed and mcuiicfusive lebults The piesent study did 
not show that "hard" news items constituted 43 percent of all CANA 
material used by the daily newspapers Furthermore, virtually all the 
news items (95 7 percent) were presented in a "straight" versus 
"feature" context Ncas from Jamaica. Bai'bados. Guyana and 
Tnnidad piedominated Political and economic ne^s commanded the 
most coveiage Theie was virtually no mention of health news or race 

relations 
\ 

THE' COMMUNITY NEV/S SERVICE: 'a STRUCTURAL- 
FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 

Order No. DA8210913 

Emerson.Frank E., Ph.D. New York University . 1981. 238pp 

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between 
the structure of the Community News Service (CNS) and the medium's 
flinction as a lO'urnalism training prpgram c 

The media ecological concern of this study is the interaction of the 
structure of CNS and its journalism traimng function Two aspects of 
CNSthereforerare examined-its operational structure as a daily 
newswire based in New York's black and Puerto Rican communities 
and its function as a training resource for minority men and women 
seeking careers in journalism The study, therefore, is a structural- 
functional analysis conceptually derived from media ecology and - 
organizational communications This analysis permits a rpedia 
ecolo- ical evaluation of the CNS training program in terms of its 
Structure and stated goals and functions. The following research 
design represents a reasonable attack on this problem. 

The study is divided into three^arts' Context, Treatment and 
Evaluation The context of th^ study is provided by the solution to 
Subproblem I: to describe the social^cology out of wh''ch CNS 
emerged The Treatment part of the study is provided by data from 
Subproblems II and III. T^descnbe the structure and trace the history 
of CNS, The Evaluation segment of the sjudy will come from data 
collected for Subproblems II, and 111 and IV: to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the CNS training program in terms of its staled goals 
and functions. 

Standard historical and descriptive research techniques were 
used to uncover arid present the data for the study's Context, 
Subordinate Problem I, and for Subordinate Problem ill which 
describes the history of CNS. For the structural-functional analysis of 
CNS, Subordinate Problem 11, a custom tool was devised using several 
media ecology worksheets and leaching aids. This analysis permits a 
systematic examination of the components ^nd elements of a 
system's structure that organize human behavior m time and space to 
achieve purpose. . . (Author's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum 
length Discontinued here with permission of school.) UMl 



•NEWSPAPER READING HABITS OF SELECTED SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS Order No. DA8206465 
HsiEH, MiN CHUNG, Ph.D*. Southem Illinois University at Carbondate, 
1981. 149pp. Major Professor Dr. Michael R. Jacksop 

Purpose ol the Study. The purpose of this study was to investigate 
newspaper reading habits, time spent tn reading newspapers ar>d 
newspaper contenl^preferences of selected high school students in 
Southern Illinois The newspapers were geogiaphically classified as 
, big city newspapers, town newspapers, and school newspapers. 

Data analysis was to determine whether a statistically significant 
relationship existed between newspaper reading variables and 
studentdemographic facto/s such as studentschoql grade levels, 
parents' education, family pize, sex, academic grade averages, course 
work which related to newspaper reading, and news writing or 
newspaper editingr * ^ 

Methods Although this study did proceed from the author's 
hypotheses, its basic design was descriptive and investigative, based 
on f^ct finding. The sample of convenience was employed, the 962 
students who participated in this study were selected from eleven 
high schools from grades 10, 1 1 and 12. A Chi square test was used 
to search for significant occurrences of the elements of nev^paper 
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reading variables arxi student demoQfaphic factors 

Findings The findings of this study showed that the gr*oe " A** 
average students preferred lo read stories, while other students^ ^ 
preferred to skim newspapers section by section 

A large proportion o< Ihe grade A** students arxl the students with 
nMn^i^*^^^^ school education indicated that they spent 
litbiie (10 rnifHJtee) reading newspapers than the other students or 
Ihe aludents wtth mothers having lower levels of education However, 
a tmeN proportion o* thf>9e A", students and students with mothers 
htving graduate school education spent more time (at least one hour) 

'**The cTceHemlt^en (grade " A^' and "B"). and students in the 
higher grades read more straight news such as international J>ews,. 
Washington news, local news in big city or town newspapers, and' 
read more current news in school newspapers. ( 

They also indicated that they inclined to read editorials/ advicd 
cohjmni, opiniorf of-commentary. and feature stories in the three \^ 
types oi newspapers.*" 

The students from families having three children reported that they 
- r««d more news itenw. A special note indicated that the girls read 
more news items than boys. 

At to the influence of n^spapers on the students, the excellent 
students reported internatiohal news and Washington news were 
t>#lpful for their learning, while the popr students reported that local 
news was helpful On the other hand, the excellent students reported 
tt>at town r^ewspapers had more influence on their daily lives, while 
the poor students indicated that none of the newspapers influenced 
them. 

Other data showed that the students who had taken courses in 
which nevirspapers had been used as a teaching tool read more 
• newspapers than those who did not tal^e such courses. • 

. Conclusion. Most students were inclined to skim the three types of 
newspapers and spent 10 minutes tn reading those newspapers. The 
time spent redding newspapers seems to be related to reading ability 
ar>d content preferences. That means that more time spei^t reading 
r)ewspapers would not necessarily indicate more materials read^ 
Whether or not the time spent can be used to determine the amount of 
material read needs to be confirmed. 

The majority of students preferred local news and reported that 
town newspapers were the most helpful for their learning They also 
reported that town newspapers had influenced their daily lives It 
would appear that town newspapers played on<important role in the 
young people's education It also appears that students have much 
more concern for domestic issues and events of local communities 
than international affairs. 

The parents* education in relation to the children's newspaper 
reading showed that the fathers'.education yielded more significant 
relationships than the mothers'. 



OPINION JOURNALS AND THE WOMEN^S MOVEMENT. 
1963, 1977 t Order No, DA8217932 

Reynoios. Paula Kay Cozort, Ph D The University of Texas at 
At/s//n, 1982, l80pp. Supervisor* James W Tankard, Jr 

This^issertation is a study of coverage of the women's movement 
froif^ 1968 through 1977 m six journals of opinion. The Atlantic: 
Commentary, H^rperX The Nation. The New f^epubflc^r^d National 
Review Content analysis of 48,532 square inches of, articles, 
editorials, and letters to the editor concerning the women's movement 
revealed that the journals behaved in the pattern predicted by conflict 
theory and Gayle Graham Yates' paradigm of three ideologies that 
exist within the movement. They devoted most of their space, 43 per 
cent, to issues and goals of the legalist branch, the most conservative 
of the ideologies Separatists, the branch of the movement Yates 
catted more radical than the*legalists. received 34 per cent of the 
space in the journals, and the androgynists, whom Yates named the 
most radical the th^ee ideologies, were given.23 per cent of the space 
The journals also were most positive toward the legalists 

When Tindings from the years 1968 through 1973 were compared 
With those from 1974 through 1977 in an effort to trace changes in the 
journals coverage of the movement, data revealed that they again 
followed t^e pattern predicted by conflict theory by increasihg 
coverage of the legalists and decreasing coVerage of the more radical 

^^*"actor'ajptlysis of language used by the journals provided some 
3tion Of the categories used in the co^eril analysfe ^ut^sujjgest^ 
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vhatever the topic of discussion, writers may really b6 concerned 



With only a few underlying issues sex roles, marriage and the family, 
discriminatory laws, and abortion. Comparison of factors identified in 
he early period with those from the later penod indicatgi that the 
journals grew inoreasingiy concerned with the issue of sex roles a 
different pattern than that revealed by the. traditional content analysis 
The conflicting findings suggest that the facto; analysis may have 
tapped a mOre basic set of concerns than were repealed by the 
content analysis. 



SOME COMPONENTS OF TELEVISION STATION If^AGE 
PROJECTED AND PERCEIVED THROUGH LOCAL NEWS 
PROGRAMS: V/IVB TV. V/GR.TV. WKBV/.TV.' BUFFALO. 
NEW YORK ' Order No. DA8214239 

§CHiHL. Robert Joseph. Ph D State University of New York at Butfalo 
1982 267pp. 

As early as 1959. credibility concepts--ethos. source credibility, 
•mage have been applied to the vanous mass information media. 
Some of this research has been criticized for investigating the 
credibihty of a n^^s source across the mass media instead of withm a 
mednim Television r,itings data are a measure of audience choice 
Within a medium In a broad^cast market, they measure newscast 
Dopular.fy among network affiliates Television station and newscast 

'?"^u°"^^ manipulated in the face of ratings 
ISTJ^^^^^^ "image- of atelevisionstation'r newscast 
audtlnrp M V °' newscast as held by the 

audience.at a given time developed out of the objective • 

?rl' nfZ L ""^^^^^ "^^^'d'fied by viewers In 

terms of their pas! experiences, biases, etc 

ihr Ji'n.f ^""^i ' ^^^^"t to v^hich the image of 

three network affiliate 6.00 P.M. newscasts in a markotrellects the 

hp im.n.?'^["^''^''^ ^^^^ o« the compon^^ts of 

S the rrpHih f ' ^^^^ the components 

of m.e credibility of a generic image of a station and newscast inthe 

^nJrnl^>Z^\^^^^^ ^^"^ newscasts both Singularly ' 

and comWned defined the dependent vanables for tnis study There 
rrl^-y^vt^ ^ .1^^^ °' independent variables, principal (the source 
thp ^ news anchors, weathercasters. and sportsc asters. 

d/r^nH.hTt ^""nL"^ '^K'^'^e of the newscasts, and the technical 
- dependability of the news telecast), mediating (newscast viewing 
^quency. station viewing preference for news, and believable news 
medium), and demographic (occupation, race. sex. age. iacome..and 
eoucation), 

. • A pilot study refine'd Semantic differential scale items with starter 
ists from previously published research to the appropriate and unique 
topic.situation of this study. Pilot data were factor analyzed and 
Subjected to scale eliminaiipn criteria. . 

Using the refined scales. 324 subjects ea^ rated a randomly 
selected target station and newscast. Data wer^ collected via 
e ephone interviews from subjects chosen by randomly generated 
telephone digits for geographic phone exchanges in the target 
markel (Author's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum length. 
Discontinued here with permission of school.) UMI " 



PRIVACY AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT: THE 
DtVELOHMENJ AND APPLICATION (TO THE GAY RIGHTS 
CONTROVERSY) OF AN ORIGINAL MODEL OF PRIVACY 

OrderNo.DA8226017 
SifcrL, Paul, f^n D. t^orihwesiern University, 1982 293pp. 

The puipose of this dissertation is to discern to what extent the 
right to pnvacy in constttut«onal and tort law is pioperly conceived as 
a first anendniont, fieedom of speech issue. 

To accomplish this task, we fiist examme the twocompciting 
schools of thought reyaiding the natuie uf pnvacy as a legal principle. 
Does it-concem "information coni*ol" oi does it deal rather with 
"autonomy?" ' ' 

After a case is made for the inadequacy of each of these traditional 
schools of thought, an onginal mudel of pnvacy is presented, 
consisting of Control over Slitiiulus lr»put, Cgntiol uvur Clunulus* 
Output, and Control over Self Regaiding Conduct. 



Gwen the model of pmacy presented ti^re. freedom of speech and 
pr*vacy.ciiims are seen to overlap. The specific a^eas of oveilap and 
of uniqu^»iHss aie d*f^cribed 

The model of privacy IS i»'»tJtin>lu'd to uay tights lit.QM'on Not . 
suf pns*ng!y. some cast>i, ait' ^et-ii to < -**nt privacy ut-s some 
pioduce free bpcfch cb^ms. and yt o!t or^. cor^a.n elements of both 

A bri^-^f concluding chapter servt-s to summai i/e the findings o! this 
st^dy arnj lo ^uyyest the^r implications for me f»e»d of commu»iication 
^stud^es 



USING\C0MMUr4!CATI0N APPRturNSlON AND OTHER 
SOCIOLOGICAL VARIABLES AS A MfTHOD FOR 
JOURNALISM CAREER PREDICTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
CURRICULUM AND INSlRUCTlON Older No. DA8223483 
UTSUn.MAX Rot. Eh 0 Ur .e.^fy oUMs'jun Coto^nt^a. 1981. 
140pp. Supcivisor Or Arm Ounatl an 

Studied several socio'ogical and oi.e k>.ycbolvj.tal vai u^ble to see 
,f ,t would lie po^»tDte to classify and p.cJ^U >.h'ch ii^ui ruli.rn 
"tudents would chooc^o wh.ch ma,u. fM^ld. .vh.ch fust |ob. and wh.ch 
job at age Mty Implcat.ons for cumculum development m joumal^.m 
tr.iininQ oroqiams wtve discussed, \ . j.. . ^ i «i 

Four hundred an., . .ghty n,ne o'f nea.ly e.ght hunda-d UrMvers,ty of 
M.ssnur, School ul .', U.....I unJ- njutduaU-s ansv.c-red the 

uLlavo,.,!^ (H ,;a:-.l.o..ol hu,uU..-.n, .H.mb«. mhujh school d .ss, 

par«nl^'«t.nM,cd a.n.al ,ncume The students also Wicd out a 
twenty live .t-m ,n..-■■^•ory. ro.sona! Rc-poit ol Cemmamcat.on 

leai ol an»t..(^-':-v- ,tl co(mnutMC.>l'cn sitij ^.on 
■ ThvdaTa .-.o.e a-r.-.^-d SK-p V.'. ^ D,sc...„nant Ana^^s 
R.-ul(s sho.-.-d r.-:uouS Jo.irrv.I r«p. i.' nee l!".? nu.rtwr orie 
. factor .r. all thue p.ed.ct.or^s and cl,, .-if.cat.ons l'^;^'"^' 
(irstiob. and job at a>je lilty Coa.mun.c ^t.on Appahcns.un N^as a 
lactor in choosing major an.;! lOb at aje fifty, 
- Overall. 39 pe.c..nt ol the- stud.Als .• ..•.e ccr.-ctly c <ss.f.ed 
among the live ma,ors Advert.s.ng had the best '.i.^-M le. el a 
;"rcent Forty throe percent ol the students were con.ctly ct.-^-s,l,ed 
among the nme cale.gcries ol lost ,ob Reporter had the b<;> 
p,.d.ct.onle.elat ^2 percent T.. -^>' -0^ pc.ceat ....e co m rtly 
clar.N.I.ed in |.-b .t .le Mty Nan joufn il caieer h^d the h- s.t 
oiodicl'Onlf'.'l.it'~C>P'*<cenl. 

lactor then c^.r in> the, j^t Th.s ..s .tly d..o to the fact that the 
\t JraoeCo,r,.K,n.. '.^n App...t.. ^s^n Score among the iournal.5n> 
'l,:;i'otS V. V- ,.uch 10 • Ih 'n th . r..pul.,t,on In 9, n. ,al There was 
tittle vaJMHce «n tt>e _.joh*S , ^ 

V^fle the sluJV .b.^ou' i> dti r.t f.f. . tffy a .peof.r d,,..Hn.nant 
foonula fof pred^ctmg ,ouf r.al-sm r.d.nt maior and jcb choice, it d.d 
provide the f. Vk^c.^otK for future lev a<ch m this ar^a 



LEADERSHIP IN THE NEWSROOM: THE EDITOR AS A 
PEOPLE MANAGER Order No. DA8226221 

Wuus. V/iuiAM James. Ph D Unhors:ty of W^ssoun - Co/umM, 1^82. 
?84pp Supervisor Or Won Chang 

This dissertation, entitled "I eaderl.hip m the NcAsioum. The .' 
rdilur as a People Manager." stud»i,'s the editor in his i^anjgerial role 
and leljtes seve ral motivational and leidcrshjp studies to that role 
ProcL -^ding from a study of the nwd for nev^srcom leaders, the 
disseitalion moves lo an analysis ol the managt^niont challenges that 
journalists present to the editor Then, recent trends in managing and 
inotivatmg the so called "new worKyr" are studied, as are various 
leadership st^'fes and their rffecls A piu til point in the dissertation 
comes with the research »»,-.tiunient defmr-d and e^piairi-^d m Chapter 
VL This in .tr'ument is a two part mail survey, sunt to rt.'porters M 
fsditorsat 140 daily newspapers acioss the country The first pail is an 
oppn stimulus, open response qoestionnaue asking for comments 
pertaining to the satisfying and frustrating aspects of the repoilmg 
and editing jobs The second part is a Supervisory Styles Inventory, 
creat<,*d at the University of Chicago by Fred Pearson, and adapted lo 
the newsroom setting by this researcher This inventory identifies 
curient loadeiship styles of city editors and alsojdentifies desired 
leadership styles From this study comes a dij^cussion of 
oryantzat»onaI self renewal in the newbiuom, gojJeliOfS for t 
consultative editor, and a concluding chapt^-r th W draws pai ameters 
ari^nd an t,ffective newsroom leader. Addenda include detailed 
rcbponscs from the survey^ap informal poll tal-en of maga/me editors 
on KaJc hip. and a casel|Bdy of how one daily newspaper involves 
Its staff m decision making > An appendix provides an annotated 
tiiblioytaphy of wojks dlsciissmg motivation, oiganizational behavior, 
arid leadership. 
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